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--a round, 

hollow stem

--flower structure

--well-developed

Collar region—with 
blade, sheath, and 
ligule
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Racemes—spikelets 

Spikes—alternating 
spikelets on an 
unbranched inflorescence

Panicles—branched 

inflorescence with any 
number of spikelets

Racemes—spikelets 
on branched pedicels
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lemma 

(with 

floret with 

fuzzy stigmas 

and clubbed 

anthers

spikelet with 4 florets 

(flowers)

•each spikelet made of (2) glumes

•each floret borne within 2 

additional (smaller) bracts: lemma 

hairy lemmas with awns

First (lower) 

glume

second 

(higher) 

glume

(with 

palea 

above)

& palea

•Glumes or lemmas may have 

projection called “awn”

•each fertile floret produces a single 

seed

Grass spikelet with 2 glumes and

4 florets


